
JB’s Weekly Notebook – 10/01 

After a poor Christmas for notebook. It was a much better start to the New Year for the 
Weekend Betting Preview.   

Last week’s notebook was top heavy with horses to follow which wasn’t so big a shock 
since I was away before Christmas and there was so much racing on over the festive 
period. 

This week’s notebook is the opposite as it doesn’t have as many horses for the tracker. At 
least the racing at the weekend looks better than it was last week.  

On Saturday It’s Warwick’s biggest race of the jumps season with the Classic Chase and 
some interesting supporting races, including the 3m Listed Hampton Novices Chase and the 
2m 5f Grade 3 Leamington Novices Hurdle. At Kempton it’s the latest renewal of the 2m 5f 
Lanzarote Handicap Hurdle. 

The five-day entries at both meetings hint at the promise of some good racing on Saturday 
but of course the drying ground could well see field sizes cut before post time. Before 
looking forward let’s look at this week’s horses for the tracker.  

This Weeks Horses to Follow 

I will start with one that I put up in my Monday Daily Punt column and comes from 
Cheltenham’s New Years Day Fixture.  

Tuesday 1st January 

Cheltenham 

Happy Diva, trained by Kerry Lee, has been one of the few positives for the stable so far 
this season. The daughter of King Theatre who won three times over fences last season. 
Looked set for a good campaign when finishing runner-up to Mister Whitaker at Carlisle. 
The mare then ran in the BetVictor Gold Cup at Cheltenham. She was brought down four 
out that day, when still travelling well enough.  

The 8-year-old returned to Cheltenham last week finishing runner-up to Aso. It was a 
really good run given the trainer form. Even more of a positive was that she ran a career 
best according Racing Post Ratings. All her best form had come on softer ground, than she 
faced last week and with two or three previous runs in the last 90-days.  

One has to be careful here but if you want to see what her optimum conditions look like 
you could do worse than: 

Race Distance: 2m 4f+ 

Going: Good to soft, soft or heavy 

Month: December to March 

!
When getting those she is 5 winners from 8 runners 63% +7.1 8 placed 100% with her form 
figures being 11211212. 

!
On the same card we had. 



Shalakar, trained by Venetia Williams. The 6-year-old ran well for a long way and was still 
in contention for the places between the final two hurdles, before weakening. Maybe the 
ground was a shade on the quick side for the gelding or 3m was further than he wants. I go 
with the latter on this occasion. A drop back to 2m 4f /2m 6f will suit as will a return to 
Class 3 company.  Capable of winning a handicap hurdle off his present mark in a less 
demanding race and track. 

Exeter 

White Moon, trained by Colin Tizzard, was a useful novice hurdler last season. His season 
ended early due to injury so he wasn’t able to run in any of the spring festivals. The 7-
year-old broke his maiden status over fences, after three attempts, when making all to 
win at Exeter. Hopefully this run will have restored some of the confidence that seemed to 
have been lost after a heavy fall on his chasing debut at Cheltenham back in November  

He has an entry at Warwick on Saturday and if he takes up his entry look capable of going 
close. Whatever his fate his trainer will no doubt get a win or two out of the horse in 
much better company than he faced at Exeter.  

Thursday 3rd January 

Chelmsford 

Royal Birth, trained by Stuart Williams, returned from 306-day break with a close up 
second at Chelmsford last week. Given six of his seven career wins have come after a 30-
day or less absence this was a very encouraging run. The 8-year-old is on a bit of a losing 
run which dates back to February 2017 but he’s still some good races in defeat. Last win 
came off a mark 2lb higher than he races off now.  

His two best RPR’s have come at Chelmsford over 5f but he’s also won and run well at 
Lingfield and Kempton. It shouldn’t be long before he goes one better.   

Saturday 5th January 

Sandown 

Our Merlin, trained by Robert Walford, had made all to win at Wincanton on good ground 
on his previous start. The softer ground he faced at Sandown was expected to suit him 
even more. He once again set out to make the running. Ultimately, he wasn’t able to hold 
off a progressive and clearly well handicapped hurdler in Monsieur Lecoq.  Still Our Merlin 
ran his usual game race and pulled 8 lengths clear of the third home.  

There is another handicap hurdle in the 7-year-old who remains on a competitive mark off 
128.  

Wincanton 

Enola Gay, trained by Venetia Williams. The 6-year-old is running well over fences but 
keeps running up against a better handicapped horse. Yet to win on his five starts over the 
larger obstacles his form figures are now 22322.  

The step up to 2m 4f looked set to suit and so it proved. He was a bit inconvenienced 
when the leader fell two out but still managed to run on all the way to the line and was 
beaten less than a length at the finish. The first two pulled well clear of the rest of the 
field and the handicapper has only put the 6-year-old up 2lb for this effort so his turn 
won’t be far away.  



Weekend Betting Preview - Part 1 

At this point I am just going to look at two races: The Classic Chase at Warwick and the 
Lanzarote Handicap Hurdle at Kempton to be run at Saturday. Any other selections for the 
weekend plus horses to follow that are running, will be sent in separate emails.  

Saturday 12th January 

Warwick 

1:50 – White Moon, who I mentioned above in the horses to follow steps up in class but is 
worth a bet at the 8/1 available 

Advice: Back White Moon – 8/1 @ Bet365 & BetVictor 

3:00 - McCoy Contractors Civil Engineering Classic Handicap Chase (Grade 3) (Class 1) – 
3m 5f 

A field of 13 have declared for this year’s race which looks set to be run on good ground.  

Duel At Dawn who was runner-up in a novice chase on this card last year. Will strip fitter 
for recent seasonal reappearance on heavy ground at Haydock just before Christmas. The 
9-year-old as to prove his stamina beyond an extended 3m 1f but has a good chance of 
staying on a sound surface like should get.  

Colin Tizzard whose record in the race in the past 8-years is 1 winner from 3 runners 2 
placed. Loos set to saddle Ultragold and Sizing Codelco. The former will be ridden by 
Richard Johnson and was a good third in the Becher Chase on his last start, a course that 
really suits the 11-year-old. Of the pair I just prefer Sizing Codelco, to be ridden by Aidan 
Coleman. The 10-year-old’s best form has come on a sound surface and his best four RPR’s 
have come with good in the going description. Has a big weight 11-10 to carry and is 
having his first start since May. If he’s fit enough, he’s on a competitive mark.  

Calett Mad is another whose well suited by a sound surface. The 7-year-old has run well 
on his last three starts. Put up a career best when runner-up in the 4m ½f Scottish Borders 
National on his last start. Coming to the last he looked the most likely winner but was just 
outstayed on the run in by Harry The Viking. Handicapper has put him up a further 5lb for 
that effort which makes like difficult but I am expecting a good run dropping down in 
distance here.  

I like two at the prices but may well have another play in the race.  

Advice: Back Sizing Codelco – 10/1 @ William Hill and Calett Mad – 7/1 @ Paddy Power 
& BetVictor 

Kempton 

2:40 - Unibet Lanzarote Handicap Hurdle (Listed Race) (Class 1) – 2m 5f 

A field of fifteen have been declared for this valuable handicap hurdle. On paper it 
doesn’t look to have a tremendous amount of depth to it.  

Ante-post favourite Kloud Gate has won both his starts over hurdle so far this season and 
the 7-year-old is up 12lb for the last of those wins at Doncaster. Both wins have come on 
good to firm or good ground. Capable of a big run for Gary Moore on a sound surface. 

Another who will be suited by the going is the Nicky Henderson trained Doux Pretender. 
The 6-year-old won a novice hurdle at Towcester in May. Made a winning seasonal 
reappearance when landing an Ascot novice in November. Disappointed a bit when only 5th 



of 8 in a Grade 2 at Cheltenham last month but going back right handed should suit him 
better as should the track. Handicap debut here but doesn’t look over burdened off a 
mark of 134.  

Erick Le Rouge won a handicap hurdle over C&D on his last start. That win came on soft 
ground but his two previous wins had come on good so underfoot conditions shouldn’t beat 
him. Up a further 5lb and up in class demands more improvement from the selection but it 
could be forthcoming and he looks at a backable each way price in the ante post market.  

Advice: Back Erick Le Rouge – 10/1 @ Coral – each way - (paying 4 places ¼ odds) and 
Doux Pretender -8/1 @ William Hill 

Always check with an odds comparison service like Oddschecker to get the best prices 
available 

All selections win only unless indicated as each way.  

Good luck with your bets. 

Until next week. 
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